
December 24, 2021 

With this coming of Christmas, as we celebrate the Joy of the birth of Christ, we cannot but help to remember how our 
Christmas cheer was cut short last December 28th.  It has been almost a year since the early morning fire ravaged our beloved 
spiritual home and put all of us on a trajectory we never imagined we would be on this past year. 

After the heroic work of our local fire departments to save the structure of Sacred Heart, the clean-up effort 
began.  This clean-up effort has been in stages and has been a learning experience for all of us involved.  The reality is that this 
unplanned event and the nature of our 120-year-old building required us to take a conservative and measured approach to 
almost every decision we made.  We had to investigate every facet of the existing structure to determine the full extent of the 
damage.  This required the use of experts in various disciplines to examine how the church was built 120 years ago, as well as 
to examine everything for safety moving forward. 

During the various investigations we were able to determine that the plaster ceiling was not damaged by the fire, which 
was a great relief for all of us on the rebuilding committee.  In addition, the building structure remains in great shape, as well as 
the structural integrity of the stained-glass windows.  There were also several key elements from inside the Church that were 
able to be removed and stored in a climate-controlled building that can be cleaned/refinished and incorporated when the church 
reopens.  All of this is great news and a testament to the quick action and professionalism of the many people we’ve had 
involved since day one.  

However, as with any fire, damage was extensive, especially smoke and soot.  I personally have learned so much about 
the destructive power of fires, which goes above and beyond the actual flame itself.  The fire began and primarily burned in the 
basement and from day one all items in the basement were considered a total loss, due to the flames themselves or because the 
intense heat and smoke.  The fire also caused serious damage to the wood framed floor above, which together with some other 
safety and building code concerns necessitated the complete removal of the floor, for everything but the sanctuary.  Every 
square inch of the interior of the church space had to be “blasted” in a process known as “soda-blasting” which is similar to 
sand-blasting but using baking soda to only remove smoke and soot and protect the existing surfaces.  This work completed 
before Thanksgiving and all of the major demolition work is now complete. 

Throughout this process our rebuilding committee has been working with our architect, entheos, and our builder, Tonn 
& Blank, to develop a plan for rebuilding.  We were very glad to present these plans at our Homecoming Celebration back in 
September.  In addition to this we have had to complete negotiations with our insurance company to get approval to move 
forward with final design and construction.  Just about two weeks ago we received the go-ahead to finish the construction 
documents and to proceed to getting contractor quotes for the rebuilding.  This is a very exciting time for the project!!! 

As we explained in the town-hall presentation in September, we knew that the design, based on some of the changes we 
had planned, would incur a cost to the parish beyond what the insurance claim will cover.  This is normal in almost any fire 
loss, as most people upgrade their homes or business when after a fire in order to take the opportunity to modernize their 
buildings.  Our committee looked at our situation and knowing the scope realized this is a once in a lifetime opportunity in the 
life of the parish to take advantage of this time and to rebuild Sacred Heart Church for the next 120 years. 

The final numbers for where we stand between final costs and what the insurance reimbursement will be are yet to be 
determined, but we do know there will be a gap we will need to cover.  Sacred Heart has been very fiscally conservative, and as 
a parish as put ourselves in a position to contribute significantly towards this effort.  However, we will need the help of you, our 
parishioners, and any others from our community who wish to contribute.  This will be the largest fundraising campaign of our 
life-time, there is no other way to say it.  However, as I think back to 1900 when they built this building, I’m sure that for our 
ancestors the same was also true for them at that time.  I also know we will be getting an enormous value for our money; the 
fact that we will be able to combine our donations with the insurance reimbursements enables us to do something that on our 
own we would never be able to accomplish!  If the numbers stand where they are today, essentially, for every dollar we raise in 
fundraising we will spend four on the church – this is like having a 3 to 1 match on our gifts! 

We will be officially rolling out the fundraising campaign very shortly, after the first of the year. However, there is no 
doubt that this once in a lifetime need and opportunity is great.  If you want to make an early contribution to this project, you do 
not need to wait for the official campaign to start, you can send any contributions to the Parish office for the “Sacred Heart 
Rebuilding Effort” and we will direct all donations to the rebuilding of our beloved spiritual home of the last 120 years and for 
the next 120 years! 

God Bless, 

 

Fr. Bennett 


